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Using the PictometryUsing the Pictometry ArcGIS ArcGIS 
ExtensionExtension

Trainer: Jon Fiskness, GISPTrainer: Jon Fiskness, GISP
GIS CoordinatorGIS Coordinator
City of SuperiorCity of Superior

What is Pictometry?What is Pictometry?
Pictometry - has been described as “geometry on images” but that description only 
captures one aspect of Pictometry. 

Pictometry technologies are widely used by county GIS, planning and 
assessing professionals around the country and a growing number of 
commercial businesses including those in insurance, utilities, real estate, 
construction, and more. 

Unlike traditional geospatial information systems that rely on only an 
orthogonal, or top-down view of an area, Pictometry captures images 
obliquely, or from an angle, and create a more natural three-dimensional 
view so that users can see land features and structures clearly and in their 
entirety. 
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Providence, Rhode Island

Traditional Ortho ImageOblique Image

Providence, Rhode Island

So In Addition To ThisSo In Addition To This……You Get ThisYou Get This……
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►► Produces Color, Digital Imagery Produces Color, Digital Imagery 

►► Natural Perspective in Height & ScaleNatural Perspective in Height & Scale

►► Accurate Measurements can be ObtainedAccurate Measurements can be Obtained

►► Overlay GIS Data on ImageryOverlay GIS Data on Imagery

►► ObliquesObliques and and OrthosOrthos in One Flight!in One Flight!

MethodologyMethodology

Key ApplicationsKey Applications
►► Public Safety (Police, Fire, EMS)Public Safety (Police, Fire, EMS)
►► 911 Call Taking and Dispatch911 Call Taking and Dispatch
►► Property Appraisal and AssessmentProperty Appraisal and Assessment
►► Public Works, Utilities, Transportation Public Works, Utilities, Transportation 
►► GIS, Addressing, CensusGIS, Addressing, Census
►► Planning, Zoning, Code EnforcementPlanning, Zoning, Code Enforcement
►► Emergency ManagementEmergency Management
►► Judicial, ProsecutorJudicial, Prosecutor
►► Economic DevelopmentEconomic Development
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Using the Pictometry ArcGIS Using the Pictometry ArcGIS 
Extension Extension 

►►Using the Pictometry ToolbarUsing the Pictometry Toolbar
►►Printing & Exporting imagesPrinting & Exporting images
►►Changing SettingsChanging Settings
►►TroubleshootingTroubleshooting

Using the Pictometry ToolbarUsing the Pictometry Toolbar
Image Tool Image Tool –– Is used in the data window to find the Pictometry dataIs used in the data window to find the Pictometry data
Zoom Zoom –– Is used to create a zoom area by dragging from a pointIs used to create a zoom area by dragging from a point
Zoom Out Zoom Out –– Clicking on this will zoom out a a set rateClicking on this will zoom out a a set rate

South View South View ––Viewing the Pictometry data from Viewing the Pictometry data from theSouththeSouth
West View West View ––Viewing the Pictometry data from the WestViewing the Pictometry data from the West
North View North View ––Viewing the Pictometry data from the NorthViewing the Pictometry data from the North
East View East View –– Viewing the Pictometry data from the EastViewing the Pictometry data from the East
Ortho View Ortho View ––Viewing the Pictometry data from aboveViewing the Pictometry data from above
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Using Pictometry ToolsUsing Pictometry Tools

Pictometry Tools Cont.Pictometry Tools Cont.

Photo Export ToolPhoto Export Tool –– Can be used to export images to 4 file Can be used to export images to 4 file 
formats: formats: jpg, jpeg2000, bmp, TIFFjpg, jpeg2000, bmp, TIFF
Elevation ToolElevation Tool –– Can be used to find the elevation at any point on Can be used to find the elevation at any point on 
the Pictometry datathe Pictometry data
Printing ToolsPrinting Tools –– These tools print the Pictometry images.These tools print the Pictometry images.
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Pictometry Settings and Pictometry Settings and 
TroubleshootingTroubleshooting

Check the settings to make sure the license file Check the settings to make sure the license file 
and warehouse existand warehouse exist

Image 
warehouse

License File

Pictometry Settings and Pictometry Settings and 
TroubleshootingTroubleshooting

Check the settings for the Check the settings for the Vector Overlays on Vector Overlays on 
ImageImage
►►Sometimes this can slow down or crash the Sometimes this can slow down or crash the 

extension if it is set to show a large data set, like extension if it is set to show a large data set, like 
contourscontours

Image Extract Settings
File type options:
JPG, jpeg2000, TIFF, BMP
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Pictometry Online Options at the City Pictometry Online Options at the City 
of Superior & Douglas Countyof Superior & Douglas County

Pictometry can be viewed on the BirdPictometry can be viewed on the Bird’’s Eye viewer of the Douglas County s Eye viewer of the Douglas County 
Mapping Site, Mapping Site, http://douglasco.mappinghttp://douglasco.mapping--
online.com/DouglasCoWionline.com/DouglasCoWi//

Pictometry Online ContinuedPictometry Online Continued

Pictometry can be viewed on Virtual Earth at Pictometry can be viewed on Virtual Earth at www.maps.live.comwww.maps.live.com
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Pictometry Online ContinuedPictometry Online Continued
Pictometry can be viewed on Pictometry Online with a subscriptioPictometry can be viewed on Pictometry Online with a subscription at n at 

https://pol.pictometry.com/r1/login.htmhttps://pol.pictometry.com/r1/login.htm

GIS projects that have used GIS projects that have used 
PictometryPictometry

►► City of Superior Parcel Based Existing Land Use City of Superior Parcel Based Existing Land Use 
►► City of Superior Parks & City of Superior Parks & RecRec -- Tree InventoryTree Inventory
►► City of Superior Police Department for crime scene mapsCity of Superior Police Department for crime scene maps
►► City of Superior Parks & City of Superior Parks & RecRec –– Public building/equipment Public building/equipment 

inventoryinventory
►► City of Superior City of Superior –– NemadjiNemadji Golf Course Features InventoryGolf Course Features Inventory
►► Douglas County Douglas County –– Medical ExaminerMedical Examiner
►► Various City projects that have required high resolution Various City projects that have required high resolution 

imagesimages
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Extent of the Pictometry Area/DataExtent of the Pictometry Area/Data

►► As of April 30, 2009 the following data is available at As of April 30, 2009 the following data is available at 
COS/DCCOS/DC

City of Superior south to 58City of Superior south to 58thth St, flown in May 2007St, flown in May 2007
City of Duluth, Hermantown, Proctor and the Iron City of Duluth, Hermantown, Proctor and the Iron RangeinRangein St. Louis St. Louis 
County, flown in May 2007County, flown in May 2007

►► Coming in July 2009, the City of Superior and all of Coming in July 2009, the City of Superior and all of 
Douglas CountyDouglas County Red = 4” Resolution 

& 5 views (4 Directions &
6” Ortho)

Green = 12” Resolution
& 3 views (2 Directions &
12” Ortho)

In addition to Douglas
County; Bayfield, 
Burnett
& Washburn Counties 
data will be available 
Also in 2009

Pictometry References and HelpPictometry References and Help

►►\\\\gisservergisserver\\pictometrypictometry\\additionaladditional materialsmaterials\\
►►www.pictometry.comwww.pictometry.com
►►Questions and SupportQuestions and Support

GIShelp@ci.superior.wi.usGIShelp@ci.superior.wi.us


